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AVERAGE RANGE OF ACQUISITION
90th percentile (90% of participants mastered the sound). Derived from Table 2 page 2161.
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/b/ as in ball
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/m/ as in mom

/h/ as in hot

/w/ as in wow
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/t/ as in top

/g/ as in go

/k/ as in kite or car

/f/ as in fun

/ŋ/ as in king or wing

/j/ as in yay or you

3;
0

-3
;1

1

/v/ as in van

/s/ as in sun

/z/ as in zoo

/l/ as in lip

/ʃ/ as in ship

/tʃ/ as in chip
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/ʒ/ as in measure

/ɹ/ as in run

/ð/ as in that

/θ/ as in think
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/b, n, m, p, h, w, d/

/g, k, f, t, ŋ, j/ 

/v, dʒ, s, tʃ, l, ʃ, z/

/ɹ, ʒ, ð/

/θ/

IPA Version



zh, r, th
(voiced and
voiceless)

v, j, l, ch, s,
sh, z

EARLY MIDDLE LATE

Speech Sound
Development
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b, p, n, m,
d, h, w, t, k,
g, f, ng, y
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ON AVERAGE, MULTIWORD UTTERANCES
SHOULD BE: 

Speech Intelligibility
How much of what your child says should familiar and unfamiliar

listeners be able to understand?
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by age 3

Hastad et al. 2021
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Hustad, K. C., Mahr, T. J., Natzke, P., & Rathouz, P. J. (2021). Speech development between 30 and 119
months in typical children I: Intelligibility growth curves for single-word and Multiword Productions.
Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research, 64(10), 3707–3719.
https://doi.org/10.1044/2021_jslhr-21-00142
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Speech Intelligibility
Single word and sentence level intelligibility are different. This is because as a
child gets older their sentences provide context to the listener to help them

understand better - even if a child does not yet have all their sounds! They may
also have more communication skills to effectively communicate their message!
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